SAN FRANCISCO 
DESTROYED 


EARTHQUAKE AND FIRE LAY 


THE CITY 


HE City of San Francisco has been virtually destroyed by 
earthquake and conflagration. What of devastation was 
accomplished by the first of these is insignificant by com- 
parison with the disastrous work of the flames. It was the 
series of early morning earthquake shocks which began 

the catastrophe, demolished a large number of buildings, and caused 
the loss of life. It was fire, arising simultaneously in all parts 
of the city, even before the earth had ceased trembling, which 
swept the city and laid it waste. The loss of life was relatively 
small, owing to the hour at which the disaster occurred. The 
damage to property runs into the hundreds of millions. 

After the first few moments of panic remarkable efforts were 
made by the people of San Francisco to save their city, but the 
earthquake had shattered the water-mains and it was impossible 
to check the progress of the conflagration. United States troops 
_and militia regiments were called out, and almost from the first 
San Francisco was placed under martial law. This done, all the 
dynamite and gunpowder in the city were commandeered and block 
after block of buildings was blown down, but without avail. Within 
twenty-four hours the entire business section, with its many fine 
medern buildings, had been completely destroyed; the city had been 
practically cut off from the rest of the world, and its inhabitants 
had fled to the surrounding hills, leaving to the flames what re- 
mained of their city. Early in the morning of the day succeeding 
the earthquake all hope of saving the city was abandoned. At 
that time not a single large building had survived the earthquake 
and fire, and Nob Hill, the residential section of the city, which 
was noted for the size and magnificence of its mansions, was 
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ablaze. This section was bounded by Powell Street on the east, 
Pine Street on the south, Van Ness Avenue on the west, and 
Pacifie Street, overlooking the Golden Gate, on the north. Among 
the residences on the hill were those built by C. P. Huntington, 
Leland Stanford, “Lucky” Baldwin, Mark Hopkins, and Senator 
Fair. In this section was the Fairmount Hotel, a marble structure 
owned by Mrs. Hermann Oelrichs, which was destroyed. 

The devastation throughout the city was such that the thousands 
of persons who were rendered homeless were provided for tempo- 
rarily by an order from Secretary-of-War Taft, who directed that 
200,000 rations and several thousand tents be sent to the military 
commander of the division. 

Until driven out by the fire, thousands of persons sought refuge 
in the city’s parks, and about those reservations lines of soldiers 
were drawn to keep order. This was accomplished with the great- 
est difficulty in some parts of the city, as a lawless element arose 
during the time of panic and attempted looting. - 

General Funston, who was in charge of the regular troops, 
promptly issued orders prohibiting outsiders from entering the 
city, but allowed those within safe transportation across the bay 
to Oakland, from which city all news of the disaster had to be 
sent. Railroad communication with San Francisco had been com- 
pletely cut by the earthquake. 

San Francisco’s famous Chinatown section was utterly destroyed, 
many Chinese being killed in the collapse of their buildings. 

The first shock of earthquake came about five o’clock on the 
morning of April 18, and although all San Francisco was 
shaken it was in the low land between the city’s hills that the 
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San Francisco’s $7,000,000eCity Hall, which was Wrecked by the Earthquake 
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Important buildings inthe business district which was I 
disastrous earthquake shocks of the early morning were 
tion of water-mains, spread unchecked. Later it reach 
are believed to have been killed. The damage to pr 


























The “Chronicle” Building, which was Wrecked A Section of San Francisco’s Water-front, showing thi 
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A View of the Business Quarter of San Francisco looking East from Nob Hifl, showing the Portion of the City destroyed by Ea 
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The Mutual Bank Building, destroyed by Fire The Hall of Justice, used as a temporary Morgue 
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which was laid waste in the catastrophe of April 18. The 
orning were followed by fire, which, owing to the destruc- 
ter it reached the residential district. About 500 persons 
mage to property is estimated as high as $200,000,000 
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ront, showing the Ferry Terminal, which was Destroyed The Pacific Mutual Life Building, which was Burned 
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Hotel St. Francis, which was: Damaged The British Consulate, San Francisco’s oldest Building 
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greatest damage was wrought. 
Here were the business build- 
ings and warehouses, and to 
the southward many blocks of 
tenement houses and _ cheap 
lodging houses. There occur- 
red most of the fatalities. Res- 
cue work was rendered hazard- 
ous, and in many cases impos- 
sible, owing to the recurring 
shocks of earthquake and the 
sudden springing up of fires 
from shattered gas-mains. The 
first fire occurred in the Ware- 
house district near the water- 
front, and the west wind car- 
ried it toward the heart of the 
city with appalling rapidity. 
Then it was that the water sup- 
ply failed and gave first token 
of the city’s doom. When the 
fire raced up Market Street to 
the heart of the business region 
it found many of the modern 
steel buildings stripped of their 
brick and stone walls, and the 
lesser buildings in ruins. 

It was estimated that in all 
parts of the city about 30,000 
houses were either partly or 
wholly destroyed by the earth- 
quake, which gave the flames 
excellent opportunity. to sweep 
the city from end to end. 
Among the buildings which 
were destroyed were the Palace 
Hotel, the Hotel St. Francis, 
the offices of every newspaper 
in San Francisco, including 
the Call, the Chronicle, and the 
Examiner; the City Hall, 
Grand Opera House,  Post- 
Office, the extensive gas-works, 
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by flames. The .loss of life is 
estimated at two hundred. In 
San José every business build- 
‘ ing was either demolished’ or 
badly wrecked, and the death 
list is said to reach fifty. Santa 
Cruz, Monterey, Gilroy, and 
Hollister were seriously affect- 
ed, the death list at Santa Cruz 
having been particularly large. 
At Napa many buildings were 
wrecked, the loss reaching 
$300,000. At Levajo the loss 
was $10,000. Salinas, Califor- 
nia, was damaged to the ex- 
tent of $2,500,000. Brawley, a 
town on the line of the South- 
ern Pacific Railway, 120 miles 
south of Los Angeles, was 
practically annihilated. So far 
as is known, there was no loss 
of life. This is believed to be 
the only town in Southern Cali- 
fornia which felt the results of 
the earthquake. In Sacramento 
a severe earthquake shock oc- 
curred simultaneously with the 
tremendous shock in San Fran- 
cisco. At the time of writing, 
the loss of life in the outlying 
regions is impossible to compute. 
No earthquake of equal seri- 
ousness is recorded in the his- 
tory of this continent. The 
worst previous shock was that 
which wrecked seven-eighths of 
the city of Charleston, South 
Carolina, on August 31, 1886, 
when fifty lives were lost, and 
property to the amount of 
$5,000,000 was destroyed. The 
earliest recorded earthquake in 
this country occurred in 1755, 
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
the celebrated Cliff House, 
which slid into the sea, the 
Winchester Hotel, the Postal 
Telegraph and Western Union 
buildings, the Mutual Life 
Building, California Hotel, the 
buildings of Leland Stanford University, the Fairmount Hotel, Grace 
Church, the Merchants’ Exchange, and the Mark Hopkins Institute. 

Within a space of several blocks the only building left standing 
was the United States Mint, in which was stored more than three 
hundred million dollars in gold and silver coin and bullion. 

Although a great many cities throughcut the State had been 
damaged by the earthquake, all possible assistance was sent to 
San Francisco, fire-engines and men being hurried there when they 
could be spared, but the fire had gained such headway in the city 
that within a very few hours they were returned as useless, so 
quickly did the conflagration spread. 

Not only San Francisco itself, but practically the entire State 
felt the effects of the earthquake. Santa Rosa, in Sonoma County, 
was totally wrecked; the loss of life exceeding many hundreds. 
Not a single building was left intact; what was not destroyed by 


Photograph copyright by Cunningham, Curtiss, & Welch 
Market Street, looking East, showing the ‘‘Call” Building in 
the Centre, and behind it the ‘“‘Examiner’’ Building and - the 
Palace Hotel, all of which were Destroyed in the Conflagration 


when Boston was frightened by 
some falling chimneys. Cali- 
fornia experienced a shock in 
1812, when fifty persons were 
killed by the collapse of the 
Mission Church at San Juan, 
Capistrano. In 1872 a number of shocks occurred in the Inyo Valley, 
in California, when several towns were destroyed and thirty per- 
sons killed. San Francisco has experienced many shocks of minor 
importance, although no previous loss of life is recorded. The 
most severe of these occurred on March 31, 1898, when for several 
hours the city was cut off from telegraphic communication with 
the world. The last seismic disturbance felt in San Francisco was 
in January, 1900, when the St. Nicholas Hotel was severely shaken. 

Among the great earthquakes in the world’s history were those 
on the Island of Yeddo, Japan, in 1703, when 190,000 people were 
killed; at Lisbon, in 1755, when 35,000 persons perished; at 
Krakotoa, an island off the coast of Java, in 1883, when 50,000 
died; and that which destroyed a number of villages in the 
southern part of Italy, on September 8, 1905—the last serious 
earthquake prior to that at San Francisco last week. 
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The widely known Palace Hotel, which withstood the Earthquake, 
but was destroyed by Fire 


From stereograph copyright by Underwood & Underwood 


The Cliff House, San Francisco’s most famous Resort, which 
slipped into the Sea 
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